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1 

TRANSLATION 

[8:22] Yahweh brought me forth as the beginning of His way,  

before His works from of old. 

[8:23] I have been formed since ages past, since the beginning,  

before there was an earth. 
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EXPOSITION 

Introduction 

The story is told of a teenage girl waiting at her house for her date.  Her father waits with 

her, for he wants to meet the young man who will be taking his daughter out for the night.  When 

the date arrives, he is driving a beat up sports car with tinted windows and fancy wheels.  He 

steps out of the car, and he is dressed in all black, has long greasy hair, and displays several 

piercings at various parts of his body.  After a prideful strut to the front door, the date’s loud 

knock is followed by a less than tactful greeting to the father. 

Needless to say, the father is concerned.  Thus, he takes his daughter aside privately and 

questions her concerning the character of the young man.  The daughter, somewhat taken aback 

by her father’s suspicion, rejoins, “Well, he must be a nice guy.  Otherwise, why would he do so 

many hours of community service?” 

This story serves as a humorous way to introduce the necessity of parents to train their 

children concerning relationships with the opposite gender.  As a father of three young children, 

I am already beginning to instruct my children in this regard.  Though they will not have 

opportunity to utilize this instruction for many years, it is my desire that the foundation I lay now 

will serve to prepare them for the years to come.  Without such training, young people easily fall 

pray to tempting lies such as the following:  “Everyone else does it this way; it must be right.”  

“It feels good; so, I should do it.” “She’s extremely good looking; she’ll be perfect for me.”  

“God wants me to be happy; it doesn’t matter that he’s ungodly.”  By carefully instructing 

children in this area and reminding them of what they have been taught, parents can help their 

sons and daughters to please God in this aspect of their life. 



 

 

3

King Solomon, the son of David granted extraordinary wisdom by God, recognized that 

this issue epitomizes a more general and comprehensive problem with mankind:  In particular, 

men and women are tempted to follow their lusts and believe lies about relationships; in general, 

they are tempted to follow their lusts and believe the lies of Satan over the truth of God.  Thus, in 

the beginning, Adam and Eve believed the lie of Satan (Gen 3:4-5) instead of the promise of God 

(Gen 2:17) because of a lust for knowledge and the fruit of the tree (Gen 3:6).  Then again, in the 

end, much of mankind will similarly choose Satan’s word (Rev 12:9; 13:14; 19:20; 2 Thess 2:9-

12) over God’s because they will be allured by his glory (Rev 13:3; 17:8; cf. 2 Thess. 2:9-10).   

In summary, one’s relation to the opposite sex provides a graphic picture of the choice 

between God’s wisdom and the folly of the evil one:  Men and women are often attracted to the 

opposite sex in a way that turns out to be destructive and displeasing to God.  Similarly, our 

sinful nature is attracted to the lies of Satan, even though following those lies results in 

destruction and a life that is not pleasing to God. 

Thus, as Solomon sought to train his son in the ways of God so that he might live, he did 

so by comparing the wisdom of God and the folly of Satan to two maidens seeking the hand of 

his son.1  These two ladies are commonly referred to as “Lady Wisdom” and “Dame Folly.”2  

Dame Folly, as expected, appeals to the lusts of the young man: 

                                                 
1 Tremper Longman III, How to Read Proverbs (Downers Grove, Ill.:  InterVarsity Press, 

2002), 28-36. 

2 Although tWlysiK. tv,ae appears only in 9:13-18, the adulteress of 5:3-6 (hr'z"), 6:24-35 (tv,ae 
[r', hY"rIk.n"), and 7:5-23 (hr'z" hVai, hY"rIk.n") have messages similar to the woman of chapter 9 so that 
even if they should be taken as separate people, there are nonetheless women competing for the 
hand of Solomon’s son that should rather be given to Lady Wisdom.   
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The woman of folly is boisterous, 
She is naïve, and knows nothing. 
And she sits at the doorway of her house, 
On a seat by the high places of the city, 
Calling to those who pass by, 
Who are making their paths straight: 
“Whoever is naïve, let him turn in here,” 
And to him who lacks understanding she says, 
“Stolen water is sweet; 
And bread eaten in secret is pleasant.”3 

Proverbs 5:3 concurs with this testimony, describing the appeal of the adulteress as consisting of  

lips that “drip honey” and speech that is “smoother than oil.”  Proverbs 6:24-25 speaks of her 

smooth tongue, desirable beauty, and enchanting eyelids.  Perhaps the most obvious appeal to 

lust, however, comes in chapter 7.  This appeal begins with a passionate embrace and kiss (Prov 

7:13).  It is an appeal, Solomon notes, with “many persuasions” and spoken by “flattering lips” 

(Prov 7:21): 

I was due to offer peace offerings; 
Today I have paid my vows. 
Therefore I have come out to meet you, 
To seek your presence earnestly, and I have found you. 
I have spread my couch with coverings, 
With colored linens of Egypt. 
I have sprinkled my bed 
With myrrh, aloes and cinnamon. 
Come, let us drink our fill of love until morning; 
Let us delight ourselves with caresses. 
For the man is not at home, 
He has gone on a long journey; 
He has taken a bag of money with him, 
At full moon he will come home.4 

                                                 
3 Prov 9:13-17, italics added. 

4 Prov 7:14-20. 
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Dame folly is thus quite enticing and alluring.  She has all of the things that a young man 

could desire:  Lips like honey, sweet speech, beauty, passion, and the ability to give pleasure.  By 

way of analogy, Solomon is teaching his son that the lies of Satan are likewise attractive.  They 

promise a life that is sweet, beautiful, and full of pleasure.  If one looks upon these promises for 

more than a moment, it is easy to become enamored and “take the bait.”5  Unfortunately, the 

result of doing so is utter ruin (Prov 5:4-6, 9-14, 21-23; 6:26-35; 7:22-27; 9:18). 

Lady Wisdom, on the other hand, is not so immediately appealing.  In her first speech, 

rather than praising herself or her pleasures, she spends the majority of her time reprimanding 

those who have forsaken her (Prov 1:22-33).  In fact, in that speech and her two others (Prov 8:4-

36; 9:4-6), she, in contrast to Dame Folly, never refers to her outward beauty. 

In chapter 9, the exact same call is made by both Lady Wisdom and Dame Folly:  

“Whoever is naïve, let him turn in here” (Prov 9:4, 16).  The son of Solomon and others might 

well ask, “What does Lady Wisdom have to commend herself to me?  Her warnings of judgment 

are tempered by Dame Folly’s beauty and promises of pleasure.6  Are there positive reasons for 

choosing Lady Wisdom over Dame Folly?” 

Proverbs 8 is an answer to this question.  Just before the call is made to choose between 

Lady Wisdom and Dame Folly, Lady Wisdom instructs the reader as to why she should be 

chosen rather than her rival.  Sandwiched in between two admonitions to choose her (1-11, 32-

                                                 
5 Solomon understands the frailty of humanity in this respect, and thus he encourages his 

son to not even get near the house of the adulteress (Prov 5:8; 7:25). 

6 Eve, for instance, dismissed the warnings of God in light of her desire for knowledge 
and the fruit of the tree. 
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36) are two extended discussions (12-21, 22-31) serving as motives for why this choice should 

be made.7  Put differently, Lady Wisdom is explaining in these two sections the positive reasons 

why she ought to be desired.  This purpose, along with several features of the text itself,8 mark 

this chapter out as extremely important. 

In verses 12-21, Lady Wisdom argues for her worthiness based on the benefits that will 

accrue to the one who selects her (cf. 8:34-36).  These benefits include understanding (14), 

justice (15-16, 20), riches (18-19, 21), and honor (18).  In verses 22-31, she argues for her 

worthiness based on her position.  In particular, she demonstrates her exalted position by 

declaring her relation to Yahweh on the one hand and to all of creation on the other.  In looking 

at the first two verses of this section (22-23), these two truths are introduced sufficiently to show 

why one should choose Lady Wisdom rather than Dame Folly.  [Read Proverbs 8:22-23] 

                                                 
7 Ted. Hildebrandt, “Proverb,” in Cracking Old Testament Codes, ed. by D. Brent Sandy 

and Ronald L. Giese, Jr. (Nashville, Tenn.: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995), 240.  
Proverbs 8 is a type of proverbial genre known as instruction.  Within instruction, admonitions 
are given which are followed by the motivation for following the admonition.  Thus, the 
admonitions in 8:1-11 are followed by two sections of motivation in 8:12-21 and 8:22-31, and 
the admonitions in 8:32-33 are followed by motivations in 8:34-36. 

8 At least three features of the text may be noted:  (1) Inclusio:  Near the beginning and 
end of the “10 instructions” in Proverbs 1-9 are poems devoted to “Lady Wisdom.”  This results 
in these two poems being highlighted.  Leo G. Perdue, Wisdom & Creation (Nashville, Tenn.:  
Abingdon Press, 1994), 78.  (2) Length:  Of the “calls to hear” beginning the separate instruction 
sections in Proverbs 1-9, the one beginning Proverbs 8 is the longest.  David A. Hubbard, 
Proverbs, The Communicator’s Commentary (Dallas, Tex.:  Word Books, 1989), 116.  (3) 
Structure:  Proverbs 8 includes three strophes and a peroration.  The three strophes have 22 lines 
each, and the peroration has 11 lines.  Such an arrangement was likely not for literary beauty 
alone but also probably due to a desire for easy assimilation.   It seems to indicate that the author 
desired the reader to memorize and internalize the poem.  R. B. Y. Scott, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 
AB (Garden City, N. Y.:  Doubleday, 1965), 71. 
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Body 

Before looking at Proverbs 8:22-23 in detail, it will be helpful to briefly summarize what 

has been stated above:  Solomon is concerned that his son not live a life of folly, being deceived 

by the lies of Satan which appeal to our sinful nature.  Rather, he desires that he choose wisdom.  

To teach his son this, he compares the life of folly to a beautiful lady who desires to be joined to 

him.  This attractive lady who desires to give pleasure in reality produces only pain and death. 

On the other hand, a life of wisdom is compared with a less alluring lady who 

nevertheless has much to offer.  In particular, Proverbs 8:22-23 introduces a section which 

demonstrates the desirability of Lady Wisdom based on her position:  She is begotten of 

Yahweh, and she is before creation.  Put differently, her relation to Yahweh may be described by 

unity, and her relation to creation may be described by priority. 

Lady Wisdom’s Unity With Yahweh 

Dame Folly promises blessings of pleasure and love if she is chosen (e.g., 7:18).  Lady 

wisdom rejoins by enumerating the blessings that come from receiving her (8:12-21).  Dame 

Folly claims that nothing bad will happen if she is chosen (e.g., 7:19-20).  Lady wisdom pledges 

that judgment will come if she is rejected for her counterpart (e.g., 1:31-32).  The choice between 

the two is coming shortly in chapter 9 (9:4, 14).  What evidence may be mustered in order to 

break the apparent deadlock?  Is there anything Lady Wisdom can bring forth in order to 

vindicate her worth? 

As a matter of fact, Lady Wisdom has saved the best for last.  She is ready, one might 

say, to lay down the trump card.  What is this trump card?  It is an appeal to the judgment of 
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Yahweh.  In matters of truth, Yahweh, as the Creator of the universe, always has the final say.  

What is His view of Lady Wisdom?  Does He possess a high view of her worth? 

That Lady Wisdom is emphasizing Yahweh’s view is evident from the text of Proverbs 

8:22-31.  In 8:1-21, she has been speaking of herself and seemingly on her own authority.9  

However, in 8:22-31, she speaks throughout of the work of Yahweh.  Further, this section begins 

with an emphatic reference to Yahweh.10  It is as if in beginning the section Lady Wisdom 

wanted to make clear what the focus of the section would be. 

But, what is Yahweh’s view of Lady Wisdom?  How are they related?  The meaning of 

the verbs which declare this relation (qnh in verse 22 and nsk in verse 23) are difficult to 

determine.  For the first verb, at least four possibilities exist:  (1) “Created,” (2) “acquired,” (3) 

“begot,” and (4) “possessed.”  For the second verb, the choice is generally between “formed” and 

a word speaking of establishment such as “established,” “installed,” “set up,” or “consecrated.”  

Concerning the former verb, many English translations11 choose the last, “possessed,” for it is 

difficult to posit the idea that there was a time when Yahweh was without wisdom.  Yet, it is also 

                                                 
9 Richard M. Davidson (Andrews University), for instance, in a recent unpublished ETS 

paper entitled Proverbs 8 and the Economic Subordination of the Son of God argued that 
Proverbs 8:12 is an example of wisdom speaking as God Himself would speak.  Davidson sees 
hm'k.x'-ynIa] as a divine declaration along the lines of hw"hy> ynIa], a phrase found throughout the Hebrew 
Scriptures (e.g., Exod 6:2, 6; Lev 18:2, 5, 21; Num 3:13; Isa 42:6; Jer 32:27).  If Davidson is 
correct, this further speaks for the unity of Lady Wisdom and Yahweh. 

10 Page H. Kelley, Biblical Hebrew:  An Introductory Grammar (Grand Rapids, Mich.:  
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1992), 87.  hw"hy> comes first in 8:22, preceding even 
the verb ynIn"q'.  When a Hebrew author diverges from the usual arrangement of verb-subject-object, 
it is normally done to “emphasize the part of speech that is placed first.” 

11 E.g., KJV, NKJV, NASB, ESV. 
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difficult to use “possess” to translate the underlying Hebrew word, for normally the Hebrew 

word speaks of coming to possess, whether it be through creation, procreation, or acquisition. 

The key to properly interpreting these verbs seems to be in the verses following Proverbs 

8:22-23.  In 8:24 and 8:25, Lady Wisdom is said to have been “brought forth,” an idea which 

certainly seems to speak of wisdom being “born.”  Since “brought forth” is a more likely choice 

than “possessed” for the verb qnh in verse 22, it should be chosen in light of the parallel just two 

verses later.12 

Yet, the question remains, how then was God without wisdom until He “brought it 

forth?”  Perhaps the answer to this question is also found in the surrounding verses.  For 

instance, in verses 27 and 30, the idea of procreation gives way to simple statements of 

existence.  Could it be that the birth idea present in this passage is being used metaphorically for 

some purpose other than to speak of the beginning of wisdom’s existence?  It is certainly 

possible, since the poem in particular and the proverbial genre in general is figurative in nature.13   

But, if it is figurative, what does it represent?14  In answering this question, it is helpful at 

this point to look at the second verb, nsk, in verse 23.  This verb normally means “to pour out,” a 

meaning which makes no sense in this context.  Several less common usages are found, but the 

most important for this passage seems to be in Psalm 2.  In that passage, the verb nsk (2:6) is 

                                                 
12 William A. Irwin, “Where Shall Wisdom Be Found?” JBL 80/2 (June 1961):  140. 

13 Longman III, How to Read Proverbs, 104. 

14 I owe much of the following discussion to Davidson, Proverbs 8 and the Economic 
Subordination of the Son of God. 
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used along with yld (2:7), a verb which clearly speaks of giving birth.  Since it is also used in 

Proverbs 8 along with verbs of giving birth, something may be gained by looking at the Psalm. 

In Psalm 2, the context makes it clear that the establishment of a king is what is being 

spoken of.  Yet, this establishment is spoken of using the birth term yld and the verb found in 

Proverbs 8:23, nsk.  Thus, it is clear that Hebrew poetry may use birth imagery to speak of the 

establishment of an existing person into an office.  In Proverbs 8:22-31 (where it makes little 

sense to speak of Yahweh as acquiring wisdom through procreation), therefore, the birth imagery 

is not being used to speak of the creation of Lady Wisdom but rather of her placement into a 

position. 

Before discussing this position of Lady Wisdom, it will be helpful to review in non-

technical terms the technical discussion that has been necessary in explaining Proverbs 8:22-23.  

Basically, there is confusion concerning the proper interpretation of the two verbs found in 

Proverbs 8:22 and 8:23 respectively.  However, noting the verbs in verses 24 and 25 leads one to 

conclude that the idea of procreation is being spoken of.  Yet, this procreation is not literal, for 

verses 27 and 30 speak of simple existence, not begetting, and furthermore it makes little sense 

to speak of Yahweh as existing for some time without wisdom.  Therefore, it is figurative and 

describes the placement of Lady Wisdom into a given office.  Proverbs 8:22-23 speaks not of the 

creation or beginning of Lady Wisdom but of her installment into a certain position. 
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But, what is that position?  In verse 23, what she was established as is not specified.  

According to verse 22, He brought her forth as the beginning of His way.15  The only other 

occurrence of a phrase similar to “beginning of His way” is found in Job 40:19, where Behemoth 

is deemed the beginning of God’s ways based on his strength and might.  This seems to be 

speaking of Behemoth as preeminent among the works of God.  Thus, for Lady Wisdom to be 

established as the beginning of God’s way implies that she was placed in a position of 

preeminence.16 

But, can more be said about this position?  Once again, the rest of this section of the 

poem provides further insight:  In Proverbs 8:22-29, the emphasis is on the timing of Yahweh’s 

establishment of Lady Wisdom.  However, in Proverbs 8:30-31, the emphasis is placed on a 

description of her position.  Specifically, she is said to be a fellow worker with Yahweh in 

creation, one that delights Him and that takes delight in mankind.  The picture is of a person who 

is intimately associated both with God and with mankind. 

In fact, to demonstrate the closeness with Yahweh that such an idea entails, consider 

Isaiah 44:24:  “I, the LORD, am the maker of all things, Stretching out the heavens by Myself, 

And spreading out the earth all alone.”  This verse says that Yahweh created on His own; 

                                                 
15 C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Commentary on 

the Old Testament (Edinburgh:  T. & T. Clark, 1866; reprint, Peabody, Mass.:  Henrickson 
Publishers), 134. 

16 R. C. Togtman, “First,” in The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. by 
Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids, Mich.:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1982), 2:307.  
Togtman describes the difference between !AvarI and tyviare, noting that the former always speaks 
temporally, whereas the latter often speaks qualitatively, as in “first in importance,” “choicest,” 
or “best.” 
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Proverbs 8:22-31, however, seems to indicate that Lady Wisdom was an associate.  This 

demonstrates the power of Lady Wisdom’s argument in this section of the poem:  Her worth is 

derived from the fact that Yahweh has established her in a position such that she is one with 

Him.  Thus, whatever the full details are concerning the position to which Lady Wisdom was 

established, one thing seems certain:  This position was one of unity with Yahweh Himself.17 

Lady Wisdom’s argument is strong.  Everyone knows the attraction of being with 

someone who is associated with an extremely important figure.  Picture a gathering of people 

having a boisterous discussion about the president.  One says one thing, and another says 

another.  Then, the vice president walks in the room and begins to speak.  Everyone quiets down 

to hear what he has to say, for he, more than anyone else, deserves to be heard on the subject.  

Similarly, Lady Wisdom is one with Yahweh.  She knows Him intimately; she is beloved by 

Him; she shares with Him in activities that no one else does.  She deserves to be heard. 

More will be said by way of application concerning this truth shortly.  However, before 

that is done, one more point in Lady Wisdom’s speech should be examined: Specifically, what is 

the relation of Lady Wisdom to creation.  She is one with Yahweh, but how is she related to the 

rest of us? 

                                                 
17 Longman, How to Read Proverbs, 33.  Longman sees the unity so strongly that he 

actually argues that Lady Wisdom is a personification of God Himself.  Davidson, Economic 
Subordination, argues on the basis of the mediatoral language of verses 30-31 that the position 
spoken of is the willingness of the second person of the Godhead to act as mediator between God 
and man. 
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Lady Wisdom’s Priority Over Creation  

The question may be asked:  If wisdom’s relation to Yahweh is one of unity, and if the 

birth terms in Proverbs 8 speak of establishment into a position and not of coming into existence, 

then when exactly was Lady Wisdom created? 

In Proverbs 8:22-23, Lady Wisdom gives numerous details concerning time.  However, 

in each case, the details of time concern her establishment into and not the beginning of her 

existence.  Thus, “before His works from of old” in verse 22 tells when Yahweh brought Lady 

Wisdom forth as the firstborn of His way.  The creation in six days was thousands of years 

before the time of Solomon.  Yet, even this ancient work of Yahweh was young compared to 

Lady Wisdom.  Similarly, “Since ages past,” “since the beginning,” and “before there was an 

earth” speak of when Lady Wisdom was “established.”  As in verse 22, her placement into a 

position of preeminence predates even the founding of the heavens and the earth. 

In fact, though time is clearly emphasized from Proverbs 8:22 until 8:29, one thing that is 

conspicuously missing is a reference to the beginning of Lady Wisdom.18  One gets the 

impression that as long as Yahweh has been, so has been Lady Wisdom.  This attribute of Lady 

Wisdom is quite distinct from the rest of creation, and this feature is given special emphasis by 

the author through the utilization of alliteration.  In Hebrew, the ‘m’ sound is repeated 

successively in Proverbs 8:22-23.  Since ‘m’ occurs primarily in verses 22 through 23 as part of a 

preposition that means “from” or “since,” the distinction between Lady Wisdom and the rest of 

                                                 
18 As mentioned, the birth terms in Proverbs 8:22 and 8:24-25 cannot be such since 

Proverbs 8:26-31 says that she was existing (not that she was created) before the founding of the 
universe. 
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creation is highlighted.  The effect can be mimicked to some degree in English with the 

following rendition: 

Yahweh brought me forth as the beginning of His way,  
since before His works from of old. 
I have been formed since ages past, since the beginning,  
since before there was an earth.19 

This emphasis on the antiquity of wisdom in relation to creation is not found only in 

verses 22 and 23.  Rather, it is, as mentioned, greatly emphasized through verse 29.  The author 

spends a significant amount of time ensuring that the reader doesn’t miss the point:  Lady 

Wisdom existed before all creation.  Yet, one may ask, “What is significant about being first?  Is 

the first always the best?”  On the one hand, this question may be answered by noting that in 

both Israel and other ancient near eastern cultures, the idea of preeminence in position being tied 

to priority in time was commonly held.20  As just one example of this, the firstborn son received 

twice as much as any other son.21 

On the other hand, though, the question actually misses the distinction, for Lady Wisdom 

is not just before the rest of creation or first in the series of things created but actually separate 

from it, the record of any creation of her being missing from the text.  Lady Wisdom was not a 

passive subject in creation; she was an active participant. 

                                                 
19 Proverbs 8:22-23, italics added. 

20 T. Lewis, “First-born, firstling,” in The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. 
by Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids, Mich.:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1982), 
2:308.  Note even Paul’s reasoning in discussion male leadership in the church in 1 Timothy 
2:13:  “For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve.” 

21 Ibid. 
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As an illustration of this, I am reminded of a class that I took at Georgia State University.  

On the first day of class, it appeared that the professor was either late or not going to show up.  

Students talked amongst themselves for a few minutes, until one of the members of the class 

stood up, went to the front of the room, and began introducing himself as the teacher.  

Immediately, our view of this one particular “student” was radically altered, for though he 

appeared to be one of us, he was actually quite distinct.  In the same way, Lady Wisdom does not 

appear at first sight to be so special.  After all, it is Dame Folly’s glittering appearance that is so 

alluring.  But, as it turns out, Lady Wisdom, despite her seeming simplicity, is actually quite 

distinct from all of creation.  She has insights that others do not (cf. 8:14) due to her antiquity. 

That Lady Wisdom was separate from creation and not a part of it would have been quite 

impressive to the original audience of Proverbs 8.  Insight into the mysteries of creation was 

greatly desired.  Lady Wisdom had such insight, and not simply by way of revelation but rather 

by way of participation!  As one commentator states: 

Wisdom warms to her task of making clear why she, not Dame Folly, should be heeded 
and followed.  Her self-description turns from her present assets to her past experience, as 
a witness to and celebrant in God’s creation.  As Job had learned, an understanding of the 
mysteries of creation was one major distinction between God and him.  God had been 
there, knew all about it, and was responsible for it.  Job had not, did not, and was not (Job 
38:1-42:6).  What the sages craved more than anything else was insight into the way 
creation worked.  To understand its patterns and processes was to clutch the key of life.  
Wisdom gives herself the ultimate commendation when she says, “I was there when it 
happened.”  Folly can only stand in the corner and cringe with her hand over her mouth 
in the face of that claim.22 

                                                 
22 David A. Hubbard, Proverbs, The Communicator’s Commentary (Dallas, Tex.:  Word 

Books, 1989), 123-24. 
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 Thus, the antiquity of Lady Wisdom in comparison with the rest of creation is yet another 

reason why she ought to be sought out instead of Dame Folly.  She is intimately acquainted with 

and associated with the world and with mankind (8:31), but one must never forget that she is 

nevertheless quite distinct from the world and mankind.  She was already existing when those 

things came into existence. 

Conclusion 

In Proverbs 8:22-23, Lady Wisdom declares her worthiness to be listened to and received 

on the basis of her relation to Yahweh and creation.  On the one hand, she has an intimate unity 

with Yahweh.  Yahweh has “brought her forth” and “established her” in the sense that He has 

placed her in a position of supremacy in relation to mankind.  Yahweh even shares the 

performance of creation with her.  On the other hand, she has complete superiority over creation, 

having existed ages before all creation came into existence.  Though she at first sight might not 

seem so attractive in relation to all that has been made, her attractiveness comes through when 

one considers that her antiquity is such that she was already existing when everything was made.  

Yet, Lady Wisdom is not real.  She is not an actual person.  What is the import of this for 

us?  What are we to seek?  Who or what does Lady Wisdom represent?  The answer to this 

question in the context of Proverbs 1-9 is debated.  Earlier, we equated Lady Wisdom with the 

truth of God, whereas Dame Folly was equivalent to the lies of Satan.  Other interpreters see 
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Lady Wisdom as merely a personification of the quality of wisdom.23  Still others say that as a 

personification of wisdom she actually represents God Himself.24 

If a specific answer to this question is uncertain in Proverbs 1-9, later biblical revelation 

nevertheless makes it clear who fills out the qualities of Lady Wisdom.  Who is the truth of God?  

John 14:6 says that it is Jesus Christ:  “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.’”  Who is wisdom personified?  1 Corinthians 

1:30 says it is Jesus Christ:  “But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us 

wisdom from God.”  Who is God Himself made manifest in visible form?  John 1:1 says it is 

Jesus Christ:  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God.”  Jesus Christ shared with God in creation (John 1:3; Heb 1:2; Col 1:16) and is one with 

God (John 10:30).  Jesus Christ takes particular delight in mankind (Luke 19:10)  yet is separate 

from mankind, having existed before the creation of the world (John 1:1; 17:5). 

Youth are prone to be tempted by the lies of Satan when it comes to relationships with 

the opposite sex.  Without instruction from parents, outward beauty and pleasure will be used as 

the criteria for making decisions, even though these qualities can be deceiving (cf. Prov 31:30).  

Similarly, mankind by nature tends to follow the lust of the eyes and the lust of the flesh (cf. 1 

                                                 
23 E.g., Duane A. Garrett, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, NAC (Nashville, Tenn.:  

Broadman Press, 1993), 72-73; Derek Kidner, The Proverbs, Tyndale Old Testament 
Commentaries (Downers Grove, Ill.:  Inter-Varsity Press, 1964), 60. 

24 E.g., Longman, How to Read Proverbs, 33.  “She is a poetic personification of God’s 
wisdom and represents God, as a part for the whole (synecdoche).  Thus, the figure of Woman 
Wisdom fits in with a long list of other metaphors for God’s relationship with his people, 
including warrior, shepherd, father, spouse, king, and more.” 
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John 2:16), even though doing so leads to destruction, because the lies of Satan promise pleasure 

and enjoyment and are thus appealing.  God’s way, as always, is not so immediately attractive.  

After all, concerning Jesus’ coming, the prophet wrote: 

Who has believed our message? 
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, 
And like a root out of parched ground; 
He has no stately form or majesty 
That we should look upon Him, 
Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him. 
He was despised and forsaken of men, 
A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 
And like one form whom men hide their face, 
He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.25 

Despite this lack of glamour, the things spoken of by Lady Wisdom may be spoken of 

concerning Christ as well:  Rejecting Christ will result in judgment (Prov 1:20-33); receiving 

Christ will result in many blessings (Prov 8:12-21); and, Christ is worthy given His exalted 

position, being one with Yahweh and supreme over creation (Prov 8:22-31). 

This Jesus, who is a delight to Yahweh and who Himself delights in mankind, came to 

earth because of the rebellion of mankind.  God’s justice demanded that rebellious mankind be 

judged, but Jesus, because of His great love, agreed to take the punishment of mankind upon 

Himself.  He allowed Himself to be scorned and rejected by men.  Though God gave Him a 

position above everything, Jesus allowed men to give Himself a place on the cross.  There He 

suffered and died, God placing our sin upon Him and punishing Him instead of us if we would 

only repent of our wicked ways and believe in Him.  This Jesus, who had no stately form or 

                                                 
25 Isa 53:1-3. 
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majesty that we should be attracted to Him, God also raised from the dead and once again gave 

Him a position above all rule and authority.  One day He will return, but this time with glory 

unspeakable.  If you have not submitted to Christ in faith but are rather following after Dame 

Folly (the lies of Satan), turn from your sin and trust in Christ.  

If you do already trust Christ, be reminded of His exalted position.  He is one with 

Yahweh and existed with Him before the creation of the world.  He also delights in us and 

became like us, even though He is quite distinct from us, Himself not being created (Rev 5:13) 

but rather the Creator (Joh 1:3; Heb 1:2; Col 1:16).  Also, remember that Dame Folly’s wares are 

alluring and attractive but lead to death, and if we willfully partake of them after having tasted 

the goodness of Christ (Heb 6:4-6) we will be manifesting that we lack salvation (Heb 6:9).  
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HOMILETICAL OUTLINE AND STRUCTURAL DIAGRAM 

Proverbs 8:22-23 

HOMILETICAL OUTLINE        STRUCTURAL DIAGRAM 

Two truths about wisdom so that you will seek after it. 
1) Wisdom’s relation to Yahweh:  Begotten 
2) Wisdom’s relation to creation:  Before 

 
 

 

 AKr>D; tyviare ynIn"q' hw"hy> 8:22 

wyl'['p.mi ~d,q,    

   za'me     
        

~l'A[me   8:23 

 yTik.S;nI   
varome    

#r,a'-ymed>Q;mi    



21 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Botterweck, G. Johannes, and Helmer Ringgren, eds.  Theological Dictionary of the Old 
Testament.  Trans. by John T. Willis, et al.  Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, 1974-. 

 
Brown, Francis, S. R. Driver, and Chrales A. Briggs, eds.  Hebrew and English Lexicon of the 

Old Testament.  Oxford, Eng.:  Clarendon Press, 1975. 
 
Chisholm, Jr., Robert B.  From Exegesis to Exposition:  A Practical Guide to Using Biblical 

Hebrew.  Grand Rapids, Mich.:  Baker Books, 1998. 
 
Clines, David J. A., ed.  The Dictionary of Classical Hebrew, 5 volumes.  Sheffield:  Sheffield, 

Eng.:  Academic Press, 2001. 
 
Cornelius, Izak and Raymond C. Van Leeuwen. “hn"q''.” In New International Dictionary of Old 

Testament Theology & Exegesis, 5 vols. Ed. by Willem A. VanGemeren, 3:940-42. 
Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing House, 1997. 

 
Dohmen, C. “%s;n".” In Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament. Ed. by G. Johannes 

Botterweck, Helmer Ringgren, and Heinz-Josef Fabry. Trans. by David E. Green, 9:455-
60. Grand Rapids, Mich.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2001. 

 
Dorsey, David A.  The Literary Structure of the Old Testament.  Grand Rapids, Mich.:  

BakerBooks, 1999. 
 
Even-Shoshan, Abraham, ed.  A New Concordance of the Bible: Thesaurus of the Language of 

the Bible: Hebrew and Aramaic Roots, Words, Proper Names, Phrases and Synonyms.  
Jerusalem: “Kiryat Sepher” Publishing House Ltd., 1983. 

 
Fee, Gordon D. and Douglas Stuart.  How to Read the Bible for All its Worth:  A Guide to 

Understanding the Bible.  Grand Rapids, Mich.:  Zondervan, 1982. 
 
Fox, Michael V.  “Ideas of Wisdom in Proverbs 1-9.”  JBL 116/4 (1997):  613-33. 
 
Garrett, Duane A.  A Modern Grammar for Classical Hebrew.  Nashville, Tenn.:  Broadman & 

Holman Publishers, 2002. 
 
________.  Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs.  NAC.  Nashville, Tenn.:  Broadman Press, 

1993. 
 



 

 

22

Gibson, J. C. L.  Davidson’s Introductory Hebrew Grammar-Syntax, 4th ed.  Edinburgh:  T&T 
Clark, 1994. 

 
Grudem, Wayne.  Systematic Theology.  Grand Rapids, Mich.:  Inter-Varsity Press, 1994. 
 
Harris, R. Laird. “hn"q''.” In Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, 2 vols. Ed. by R. Laird 

Harris, Gleason L. Archer, Jr., and Bruce K. Waltke, 2:803-4. Chicago, Ill.: Moody Press, 
1980. 

 
Harris, R. Laird, Gleason L. Archer, and Bruce K. Waltke, eds.  Theological Wordbook of the 

Old Testament, 2 vols.  Chicago:  Moody Press, 1980. 
 
Hubbard, David A.  Proverbs.  The Communicator’s Commentary.  Dallas, Tex.:  Word Books, 

1989. 
 
Holladay, William L.  A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament.  Grand 

Rapids, Mich.:  William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1988. 
 
Irwin, William A.  “Where Shall Wisdom Be Found?” JBL 80/2 (June 1961):  133-42. 
 
Keil, C. F. and F. Delitzsch.  Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon.   Commentary on the Old 

Testament.  Edinburgh:  T. & T. Clark, 1866; reprint, Peabody, Mass.:  Henrickson 
Publishers. 

 
Kelley, Page H.  Biblical Hebrew:  An Introductory Grammar.  Grand Rapids, Mich.:  William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1992. 
 
Kidner, Derek.  The Proverbs.  Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries.  Downers Grove, Ill.:  

Inter-Varsity Press, 1964. 
 
Koehler, Ludwig, and Walter Baumgartner, eds.  The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old 

Testament, 5 volumes.  Revised by Walter Baumgartner and Johann Jakob Stamm.  
Translated and edited by M. E. J. Richardson.  Leiden, The Netherlands:  E. J. Brill, 
1995. 

 
Lewis, T.  “First-born, firstling.”  In The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.  Ed. by 

Geoffrey W. Bromiley, 2:308.  Grand Rapids, Mich.:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
1982. 

 
Lisowsky, Gerhard.  Konkordanz zum hebräischen alten Testament, 2nd ed.  Stuttgart, Germ.: 

Württembergische Bibelanstalt, 1958. 
 
Long, Gary A.  Grammatical Concepts 101 for Biblical Hebrew.  Peabody, Mass.:  Hendrickson 

Publishers, 2002. 



 

 

23

 
Longman III, Tremper.  How to Read Proverbs.  Downers Grove, Ill.:  InterVarsity Press, 2002. 
 
O’Brien, Peter.  Colossians, Philemon.  WBC.  Waco, TX:  Word Books, 1982. 
 
Perdue, Leo G.  Wisdom & Creation:  The Theology of Wisdom Literature.  Nashville, Tenn.:  

Abingdon Press, 1994. 
 
Pierce, Ronald Webster, “hn"q'' in Proverbs 8:22.”  Th. M. thesis, Talbot Theological Seminary, 

1977. 
 
Putnam, Frederic Clarke.  Hebrew Bible Insert.  Quakertown, Pa.: Stylus Publishing, 1996. 
 
Ryken, Leland and Tremper Longman III, eds.  A Complete Literary Guide to the Bible.  Grand 

Rapids, Mich.:  Zondervan, 1993. 
 
Sandy, D. Brent and Ronald L. Giese, Jr., eds.  Cracking Old Testament Codes.  Nashville, 

Tenn.:  Broadman and Holman Publishers, 1995. 
 
Scott, R. B. Y.  Proverbs, Ecclesiastes.  AB.  Garden City, N. Y.:  Doubleday, 1965. 
 
Scott, William R.  A Simplified Guide to BHS:  Critical Apparatus, Masora, Accents, Unusual 

Letters & Other Markings, 3rd ed.  N. Richland Hills, Tex.:  BIBAL Press, 1995. 
 
Togtman, R. C.  “First.”  In The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.  Ed. by Geoffrey W. 

Bromiley, 2:307.  Grand Rapids, Mich.:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1982. 
 
Vawter, Bruce.  “Prov 8:22:  Wisdom and Creation.”  JBL 99/2 (1980):  205-16. 
 
Whybray, R. N.  The Composition of the Book of Proverbs.  Sheffield, Eng.:  Sheffield Academic 

Press, 1994. 
 
Wilson, Marvin. R.  “%s;n".” In Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, 2 vols. Ed. by R. 

Laird Harris, Gleason L. Archer, Jr., and Bruce K. Waltke, 2:581-82. Chicago, Ill.: 
Moody Press, 1980. 


